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Theology 
 

Minimum Graduation Requirement – 4 Credits  
  

Course Title 9 10 11 12 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture X    

Who is Jesus Christ and His Paschal Mystery? X    

Introduction to Catholicism X    

Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in the Church  X   

Sacraments as Privileged Encounters with Jesus Christ  X   

Morality with Theology of the Body   X  

Life in Jesus Christ   X  

History of the Catholic Church   X X 

Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society   X X 

Responding to the Call of Jesus Christ   X X 

Sacred Scripture   X X 

Apologetics     

Servant Leadership/Campus Ministry   X X 

 
All students are required to pass their Theology courses each year. Christian service is required of all students for 
graduation, and is necessary in order to earn Theology credit. 
 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture (Grade 9)        0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to give students a general knowledge and appreciation of the Sacred Scriptures. Through 
their study of the Bible, they will come to encounter the living Word of God, Jesus Christ. In this course, they will learn 
about the Bible, how to read the Bible, and will become familiar with the major sections of the Bible. The students will pay 
particular attention to the Gospels, where they may grow to know and love Jesus Christ more personally. 
 
Who is Jesus Christ and His Paschal Mystery? (Grade 9)       0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the mystery of Jesus Christ, the living Word of God, the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity and understand all that God has done for us through his Son.  In this course, students will 
understand that Jesus Christ is the ultimate Revelation to us from God. In learning about who He is, the students will also 
learn who He calls them to be.  They will be introduced to what it means to be a disciple of Christ and what life as a 
disciple entails. 
 
Introduction to Catholicism (Grade 9 – or transfer students)      0.5 Credits 
This elective course provides an introduction for students not raised in a Catholic tradition to understand the fundamental 
beliefs and preaching of the Roman Catholic Church.  It is intended to provide an initial foundation for those students to 
succeed and grow in our required theology courses.  
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Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in the Church (Grade 10)       0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand that in and through the Church they encounter the living Jesus 
Christ. They will be introduced to the fact that the Church was founded by Christ through the Apostles and is sustained by 
him through the Holy Spirit. The students will come to know that the Church is the living Body of Christ today. This Body 
has both divine and human elements. In this course, students will learn not so much about events in the life of the Church 
but about the sacred nature of the Church. 
 
Sacraments as Privileged Encounters with Jesus Christ (Grade 10)      0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand that they can encounter Christ today in a full and real way in 
and through the sacraments, and especially through the Eucharist. Students will examine each of the sacraments in detail 
so as to learn how they may encounter Christ throughout life. 
 
Life in Jesus Christ (Grade 11)          0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand that it is only through Christ that they can fully live out God’s 
plans for their lives. Students will learn the moral concepts and precepts that govern the lives of Christ’s disciples. 
 
Seniors must take at least two of the following their Senior Year.  Juniors must select one as an elective junior year. 
(Servant Leadership/Campus Ministry course does not meet this elective requirement.) 
 
Morality with Theology of the Body (Grade 11,12)        0.5 Credit 
Theology of the Body is a dynamic faith formation program for teens that presents Saint Pope John Paul II's compelling 
vision for love and life based on an in depth look at the book of Genesis, imparted in a language that young people 
understand.  This curriculum answers the questions teens and pre-teens have about their own bodies, issues on sexual 
morality, and how they are uniquely created for greatness.  
 
History of the Catholic Church (Grade 11,12)        0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to supply the students with a general knowledge of the Church’s history from apostolic times 
to the present. They will be introduced to the fact that the Church was founded by Christ through the Apostles and is 
sustained by Him throughout history. The students will come to know that the Church is the living Body of Christ today. 
 
Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society (Grade 11,12)       0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Church’s social teaching. In this course, students are to learn 
how Christ’s concern for others, especially the poor and needy, is present today in the Church’s social teaching and 
mission.  This course aims to give students an introduction to the Church’s social teaching, which is rooted in Christ’s love 
and concern for others, to see examples of this lived in the lives of the saints, and to equip the students to begin to carry 
out the major themes of Catholic Social Teaching within the Fr. Tolton and surrounding community. 
 
Responding to the Call of Jesus Christ (Grade 11,12)        0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to help students to understand the vocations of life: how Christ calls us to live. In this course, 
students take an introductory look at prayer and the depths of spiritual insights from Catholic Christian saints and writers. 
With this basis, students are then equipped with tools to help in discernment and better understand how Christ calls us to 
live in our daily lives and in our vocations, including looking at the married, single, priestly, and consecrated life. Students 
will learn what it means to live life for the benefit of others and the value in considering their vocation in service to the 
Christian community. 
 
Sacred Scripture (Grade 11,12)          0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to give an overview of Sacred Scripture with an introduction to the basic principles for 
understanding and interpreting the Bible. Because of the extent of the scriptural material, this outline will not try to cover 
the vast content but rather offer insight into a particular book of Scripture.   
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Apologetics (Grade 11,12)          0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to help the students understand the manner in which the Catholic Church relates to non-
Catholic Christians as well as other religions of the world.  It also prepares students to be able to answer the tough 
questions about the Catholic Faith that are often asked in everyday conversations on faith.  Students will pursue these 
goals in a self-directed research-oriented environment. 
 
Servant Leadership/Campus Ministry (Grade 11,12)       1.0 Credit 
Busy student leaders unite to dive into the adventure of Servant Leadership and engage in vital elements of Campus 
Ministry through the Servant Leadership & Campus Ministry Apprenticeship course! This course provides formation for 
personal growth as a disciple of Christ and entrepreneurial skills as a leader in the community which are transferable 
beyond the walls of Tolton Catholic. It also involves immersion in the decision-making process for school events including 
class retreats and spirit weeks. Students will have specific leadership experiences and will gain a broader content 
knowledge of ministerial and professional leadership. It is a year-long hybrid class which earns credit as a Theology 
elective (0.5) and a Practical Art course (0.5). It is open to juniors and seniors. This course does not count as one of the 
required Senior/Junior elective courses listed above. 
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English Language Arts 
 

Minimum Graduation Requirement-4 credit 
  

Course Title  9  10  11  12  

Literature and Composition I    X        

Literature and Composition II    X      

American Literature and Composition      X    

British Literature         X  

AP English Literature and Composition       X  

AP Language and Composition      X  X  

Creative Writing      X  X  

 
 
Literature and Composition I (Grade 9)         1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to a variety of literary genres, including short stories, novels, essays, 
drama and poetry. The course emphasizes personal writing and class discussions as effective means of exploring 
literature. Moreover, students learn to approach writing as a process in a broad range of narrative, descriptive and 
persuasive composition tasks. They also write essays of literary analysis and basic research documents. Other areas of 
study include vocabulary, study skills, and a review of grammar and mechanics. 
 
Literature and Composition II (Grade 10)         1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to guide students through a chronological survey of World Literature. Students will analyze 
and interpret writings from select authors and understand the important relationship between literature and history. 
Students will identify themes, develop critical thinking skills, and apply literary techniques. Practical applications in writing 
include expository and argumentative essays, literary analysis, multimedia comparisons and research papers. Language 
study consists of vocabulary and SAT/ACT prep skills. Group work combined with oral and written reports will foster 
student development and strengthen presentation skills. 
 
American Literature and Composition (Grade 11)        1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to guide students through a study of American literature with a concentration on narrative 
and thematic elements and the use of literary devices. The genres covered include short studies, novel, poetry, non-
fiction, and drama. Students continue to practice developing a thesis statement and supporting it in a multi-paragraph 
essay. Research skills continue to be honed with the production of a substantial project, properly documented and 
produced. Grammatical concepts are emphasized through writing and speaking activities. Vocabulary workbooks and 
literature continue to serve as the source of vocabulary development. Speaking activities center around informal 
discussions and formal oral presentations. 
 
British Literature and Composition (Grade 12)        1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to guide students through British literature from the Anglo-Saxon to the contemporary, as 
well as through miscellaneous supplementary readings in British literature. Strong emphasis is placed on class discussion 
in order to enhance the student’s ability to critique and analyze material independently. Students will also devote 
considerable time to vocabulary and writing skills in order to aid performance in SATs and university courses. Critical 
thinking skills will be developed in the approach to literary analysis; research competencies and presentation skills 
continue to be emphasized. 
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AP English Literature & Composition (Grade 12)       1 Credit 
This is a rigorous, college level course. The purpose of this optional course is to strengthen skills in reading and writing for 
the advanced college-bound student. Reading in this course should be both wide and deep, including the in-depth reading 
of texts drawn from multiple genres, periods, and cultures—from the 16th to the 21st Century. In addition to considering a 
work's literary artistry, students should consider the social and historical values it reflects and embodies. Such close 
reading corresponds to an approach to writing about literary works: writing response and reaction papers, annotation, 
free-writing, and a reading journal. Additionally, creative writing assignments will help students see from the inside how 
literature is written. The goal is to increase students' ability to explain clearly, cogently, even elegantly, what they 
understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do. Prerequisite: a 90% or above in English, plus 
teacher recommendation. 
 
AP Language and Composition (Grade 11)         1 Credit 
This is a rigorous, college level course. An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming 
skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a 
variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s 
purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way genre conventions and the resources of language 
contribute to effectiveness in writing.  Prerequisite:  90 or above in Standardized test, A/B in prior coursework or petition. 
 
Creative Writing (Grades 11, 12)          0.5 credit 
This class is dedicated to exploring and producing different types of creative writing, including creative prose (nonfiction 
and fiction), poetry and drama.  The course focuses on the key characteristics and techniques of these areas of writing 
and equips students to develop unique voices as they hone their skills.  This class will involve constant practice with 
frequent writing workshops, along with the study of great writers both past and present. 
 
 
  



6 

 

Mathematics 
Minimum Graduation requirement – 3 Credit 

Strongly Recommended – 4 Credit  
  

Course Title  9 10 11 12 

 Algebra I X    

Geometry  X X   

Honors Geometry X X   

Algebra II   X X  

Honors Algebra II  X X  

Honors Pre-Calculus   X X 

College Algebra   X X 

Calculus for Life Sciences    X 

Statistics   X X 

AP Calculus    X 

 
 
Possible Course Timelines 
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Algebra I (Grade 9)           1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue or initiate the study of algebraic concepts. Topics include equivalent expressions, 
inverse operations, creation and application of linear functions and relations, operations with polynomials, algebraic 
representations of geometric relationships, and an introduction to nonlinear functions including exponential and 
quadratic functions. Students will be expected to describe and translate among graphic, algebraic, numeric, tabular and 
verbal representations of relations and use those representations to solve problems. Appropriate technology will be used 
regularly for instruction and assessment.  
 
Geometry (Grades 9,10)           1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue students’ study of geometric concepts. Students will move from an inductive 
approach to deductive methods of proof in their study of two- and-three-dimensional geometric figures. Reasoning skills 
will be emphasized, and students will broaden their use of the coordinate plane. Appropriate technology will be used 
regularly for instruction and assessment.  * To begin Geometry in 9th grade, students must pass the Algebra I section of 
the placement test. 
 
Honors Geometry (Grade 9, 10)          1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue students’ study of geometric concepts. Students will use some inductive 
reasoning and extensive deductive methods of proof in their study of two- and-three-dimensional geometric figures. 
Advanced algebraic methods will be used in the context of geometric problems. Problem-solving will be emphasized and 
creativity of problem solving will be cultivated. Appropriate technology will be used regularly for instruction and 
assessment.   *To begin Honors Geometry in 9th grade, students must pass the Algebra I section of the placement test and 
have an 85% or higher standardized test score in mathematics. 
 
Algebra II (Grade 10, 11)           1 Credit  
The purpose of this course is to continue students’ study of advanced algebraic concepts including functions, polynomials, 
rational expressions, systems of functions and inequalities, and matrices. Students will be expected to describe and 
translate among graphic, algebraic, numeric, tabular and verbal representations of relations and use those 
representations to solve problems. Emphasis will be placed on practical applications and modeling. Appropriate 
technology will be used regularly for instruction and assessment.  
 
Honors Algebra II (Grade 10, 11)         1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue the study of algebraic and geometric concepts and extend knowledge and 
understanding by solving problems and thinking critically. After successful completion of this course, students will be able 
to use algebraic methods and techniques to solve the problems that include linear, quadratic, exponential, and other 
advanced polynomial functions. In addition, students are introduced to logarithmic functions, trigonometric ratios, 
periodic functions (sine, cosine, and tangent) and solve trigonometric equations. Each semester also includes a math 
research project where students use appropriate models and tools to simplify complicated situations, make connection 
with real world problems, and draw conclusions. This course requires the use of a graphing calculator similar to TI-83 or 
TI-84. ACT /SAT practice questions will be incorporated throughout the course to prepare students for the standardized 
tests.      * To begin Honors Algebra II, students must have satisfactorily completed Honors Geometry with an A/B. 
 
Honors Pre-Calculus (Grade 11, 12)         1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to continue to extend the study of algebraic, geometric, and trigonometric concepts and 
expand depth of understanding. This course prepares students for the study of calculus and strengthens students’ 
mathematical knowledge through problem solving that involves a variety of strategies. The focus of this course includes 
extended work with advanced polynomial and radical functions, logarithms and exponential functions, and trigonometric 
functions including their applications. Students also learn calculus concepts such as limits, derivatives, and integrals. 
Proficiency in these topics is important for students intending to study calculus, physics, and other areas of studies including 
engineering and medicine. Each semester also includes a math research project where students use appropriate models and 
tools to simplify complicated situations, make connection with real world problems, and draw conclusions. This course 
requires the use of a graphing calculator similar to TI-83 or TI-84. * To begin Honors Pre-Calculus, students must have 
satisfactorily completed Honors Algebra II with an A/B. 
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College Algebra (Grade 11, 12)          1 Credit  
(Dual Enrollment through Truman State University) College Algebra provides a solid foundation for students wishing to 
take a fourth year of mathematics. This course should prepare students for the College Algebra course required of many 
freshmen at the university level. It includes a study of equations and inequalities and their applications; polynomial, 
rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions; function analysis; graphing and graph analysis; systems of equations and 
inequalities; sequences, series, linear programming; and the Binomial Theorem. 
 
Calculus for Life Sciences (Grade 12)         1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic understanding of calculus concepts applied in real world 
scenarios. In addition to algebraic and trigonometric concepts, other topics of this course include real-valued functions 
and their graphs, exponentials and logarithms, derivatives and their applications, antiderivatives and areas, multivariable 
calculus, matrices, and differential equations. 
* To begin Calculus for Life Sciences, students must have satisfactorily completed Honors Pre-Calculus. 
 
Statistics (Grade 11, 12)           1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to statistical methods, terminology, procedures and calculations. 
Topics of study will include data collection, relating data sets, analyzing relationships, probability calculations, among 
others. Students will use what they learn to design studies with critical analysis and examine the use of statistics in 
published materials. * To begin Statistics, students must have satisfactorily completed Algebra 2 or Honors Algebra 2.  
 
AP Calculus (Grade 12)           1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide the academically motivated student with a foundation in higher mathematics. 
Students will work with functions represented in a variety of ways: graphical, numerical, analytical, tabular or verbal. They 
will understand the meaning of derivatives and integrals, be able to use them to solve a variety of problems, and 
understand the relationship between them. Applications and modeling will be included throughout the course of study. 
Appropriate technology will be used regularly for instruction and assessment. Students will develop an appreciation of 
calculus as a coherent body of knowledge and as a human accomplishment. * To begin AP Calculus, students must have 
satisfactorily completed Honors Pre-Calculus. 
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Science 
 

Minimum Graduation requirement – 3 Credit 
Strongly Recommended – 4 Credit  

  

Course Title  9 10 11 12 

Physical Science X    

Biology  X X   

Honors Biology X X   

Chemistry   X X  

Earth Science  X X X 

Environmental Science  X X X 

AP Biology     X X 

AP Chemistry   X X 

Anatomy and Physiology    X X 

AP Physics    X X 

Science Research   X X 

 
Physical Science (Grade 9)          1 credit 
The purpose of this course is to allow students to explore the basic concepts of physical science.  Students will be 
introduced to the history and nature of science and will explore the relationship between science and everyday life.  
Students will investigate the structure, properties, and interaction of matter; forces and motion; energy; and waves and 
their applications in technology.  Students will apply what they learn to everyday situations by conducting investigations 
and formulating and testing their own hypotheses.  Students will develop inquiry and problem solving skills within the 
context of scientific investigation. 
 
Biology (Grade 9, 10)           1 Credit 
In this problem-based biology course, we will cover biology topics that are relevant to contemporary science issues. We 
will work in groups to develop 21st-century skills (communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking) while 
solving problems about cells, evolution, diversity of life on earth, the environment, genetics, and more. This course is 
geared toward those students who do not necessarily intend to pursue scientific career paths but still need to know how 
biology affects their everyday lives.  Enrollment is concurrent with Geometry. 
 
Honors Biology (Grade 9, 10)          1 Credit  
The purpose of this course is to study all aspects of living organisms. It is designed to provide the student with a detailed 
study of the scientific method. This course is an in-depth study of biology with emphasis on the use of the microscope, 
microbiology, plant and animal taxonomy, structure and physiology, cellular structure and function, human anatomy and 
physiology, heredity and genetics, ecology and current issues in science.  Students are instructed in basic laboratory 
techniques including the scientific method, microscopy, and dissection.  Lab investigations will focus on developing 
reasoning and writing skills. The course is designed to teach the students with lectures, worksheets, and laboratory work.  
This course is geared toward those students who intend to pursue scientific career paths.  Enrollment is concurrent with 
Honors Geometry. 
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Chemistry (Grade 10, 11)           1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to guide students through the study of matter and the change it undergoes through the laws 
and theories that govern its behavior. Students will build a strong foundation in the principles of chemistry with a strong 
emphasis on its mathematical applications. Laboratory experiments are designed to reinforce the scientific method of 
investigation as well as develop good laboratory techniques. The atomic theory, structures and properties of matter, 
kinetic theory of gases, stoichiometry, acids, bases and solutions are some of the topics covered. Current topics in 
technological and environmental applications supplement the course materials. 
 
Environmental Science (10, 11, 12)         0.5 credit 
In this one-semester course, students will get hands-on experience in the field of environmental science. This 
interdisciplinary course connects together concepts from the natural sciences (e.g. biology, geology, chemistry) and social 
sciences (e.g. geography, sociology, economics). The emphasis of labs and discussions will be humans' impact on Earth 
and Earth's impact on human life.  Successful completion of Biology. 
 
Earth Science (10, 11, 12 grade)         0.5 Credit 
In this one-semester course, students will go more in-depth into the four main areas of earth science: geology (the study 
of earth), meteorology (the study of the atmosphere), oceanology (the study of oceans), and astronomy (the study of the 
universe). Emphasis will be on real-world relevance of the earth sciences and will include an introduction to careers in this 
field.  Successful completion of Biology. 
  
Anatomy and Physiology (Grade 11, 12)        1 Credit 
This course presents the anatomy and physiology of the 11 systems of the human body.  Through each system, students 
will study the function, parts involved, disorders that can occur and how each system relates to everyday life. 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Biology.   
 
Science Research (Grades 11, 12)         1 credit 
They will be creative and exacting in their methods of study and laboratory investigations, experience science through 
article review, planned inquiry labs, and original research. They will practice scientific thinking and learn scientific 
processes, to prepare them for their career goals and to see connections between science and real world issues. They will 
discuss differences in scientific opinions as related to the nature of scientific evidence, develop testable hypotheses and 
discuss sources of error. Students should like to read and ask questions, because they will build connections and not just 
absorb facts. While there may be "moments of lecture," this is a student-driven class. Students who are not self-
motivated will not succeed in this course.  Science Research promotes the “Nature of Science” and is well-aligned with 
district, state, and national standards of scientific inquiry.  Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry. 
 
Students must successfully complete Biology and Chemistry to enroll in AP Biology, AP Chemistry or AP Physics. 
 
AP Biology (Grade 11, 12)           1 Credit 
This course is the equivalent of an introductory college biology course. By taking this course, you demonstrate that you 
have enough prerequisite knowledge of chemistry, physical science, and biology to investigate the topics of evolution, 
cellular processes, genetics, organism function, and ecology on a deeper level. 25% of the course will be dedicated to labs; 
the other 75% will be a mixture of hands-on activities, research, assignments, lectures, etc.  The overall purpose of the 
course is to deepen your knowledge of and wonder at the living world.  We will understand more clearly the scientific 
process and how to apply the method to everyday life.  The students are expected to build on the concepts already taught 
in their biology and chemistry courses and to deepen their knowledge of biology.  Each unit will build upon the underlying 
themes and how those themes are relevant to themselves, their environment and the society as a whole. While not all 
students will take the AP test, additional work and material will be available to assist those students committed to AP 
testing.  The minimum goal of this class is to be able to succeed on the AP Biology exam in May IN ADDITION TO THE 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED CLASS FINAL.    
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AP Chemistry (Grade 11,12)           1 Credit 
The purpose of this laboratory course is to provide a college-level experience for the seriously committed science student. 
General chemistry topics are reviewed. Solution chemistry and stoichiometry, reactions types, thermochemistry, 
thermodynamics, equilibria, rate studies, atomic theory, bonding theories and electrochemistry are covered in great 
detail. Appropriate laboratory sessions supply the practical application of the theory presented. While not all students will 
take the AP test, additional work and material will be available to assist those students committed to AP testing. Students 
who take this course will be able to take the AP Chemistry exam in May IN ADDITION TO THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
CLASS FINAL.                
 
AP Physics I (Elective, Grades 11, 12)        1 Credit 
The purpose of this laboratory course is to provide an advanced science experience for serious students who love science. 
After successful completion of the course, students will have in-depth understanding of concepts, well-developed skill in 
performing and analyzing experiments, and apply their understanding in real world problem solving. This course is 
organized around six main ideas which introduce the fundamental concepts and principles of general physics. Students 
are introduced kinematics, Newton’s laws, work, energy and power, momentum, circular motion, waves and sound, 
simple harmonic motions, and gravitation. In addition, topics such as electrostatics and simple DC circuits that include 
conservation of electric charges, electric force, capacitors, resistors, Ohm’s law, and Kirchhoff’s laws are introduced. This 
course is useful for students who are interested in majoring engineering, pre-med, computer science, and physics.  While 
not all students will take the AP test, additional work and material will be available to assist those students committed to 
AP testing. Students who take this course will be able to take the AP Physics I exam in May IN ADDITION TO THE 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED CLASS FINAL.                
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Social Studies 

 

Graduation requirement – 3 Credit 
  

Course Title  9 10 11 12 

Government X    

Geography X    

World History  X   

U.S. History   X  

AP US History   X X 

AP European History   X X 

Psychology   X X 

Sociology    X X 

Current Events   X X 

Humanities    X X 

 
 
Government (Grade 9)           0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this introductory course is to ensure that students have a solid understanding of the basic principles 
expressed in the documents shaping constitutional democracy in the United States. They will learn about both continuity 
and change in the history of Missouri, the United States and the world as well as the principles and processes of 
governance systems. An examination of the relationships of the individual and groups to institutions and cultural 
traditions will be included. Technology will assist with critical thinking challenges and social science inquiry such as 
surveys, statistics, maps, and documents. 
 
Geography (Grade 9)           0.5 Credit  
The purpose of this course is expose students to the major elements of geographical study and analysis (such as location, 
place, movement, regions) and their relationships to changes in society and environment. Students will learn important 
and relevant geographical information about the states, continents, cities and countries of the world. 
 
World History (Grade 10)           1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to provide students with an understanding of the development of Eastern and Western 
civilizations. Students learn how the interaction of people and ideas leads to the emergence 
of different political, economic, social and religious systems throughout history. Art, architecture, literature and music 
from a variety of cultures will allow students to gain an appreciation for the contributions of all cultures to today’s global 
community. This course lays the foundation for in-depth analysis of historical events and the impacts they have. In 
addition, the course helps builds students’ understandings of other cultures. Cross-curricular opportunities will be utilized 
with the World Literature course. 
 
U.S. History (Grade 11)           1 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to lead students through the growth and development of the American nation from 
colonization to the 21st century. Emphasis will be on institutions, ideas and people who shaped U.S. and Missouri history. 
Critical writing and reading comprehension skills are necessary and will be enhanced through course assignments. Cross-
curricular projects will be utilized with the American Literature course. 
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AP U.S. History (Elective, Grade 11, 12)         1 Credit 
The purpose of this rigorous and college-level course is to provide the academically motivated student with the 
opportunity to study US history at the college level. This course examines the development of the American nation from 
the colonial period to the present. Students will be assigned test-type materials to read weekly, and essay-type tests will 
be given. Students also will be required to write frequent essays that will demonstrate their ability to analyze, research 
and evaluate major themes, events and people in U.S. history. Excellent reading and writing skills are necessary. Summer 
reading is required.  
 
AP European History (Elective, Grade 11, 12)        1 Credit 
The purpose of this rigorous and college-level course is to examine the development of Europe from 1500 to the present. 
The study of European history will introduce students to cultural, economic, political, and social developments that play a 
fundamental role in the world in which they live. This knowledge provides the context for understanding the development 
of contemporary institutions, the role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of 
current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse. Students will develop an understanding of some of the 
principal themes in modern European history, an ability to analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation, and an 
ability to express historical understanding in writing. 
 
Psychology (Elective, Grade 11, 12)          0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the study of psychology. The primary scope of the course will 
include the following: principles of learning, the study of human behavior, memory, personality development, the brain 
and its functions, emotions, mental health and social problems and 
lifespan development. Supplementary readings, activities and projects will also be required. 
 
Sociology (Elective, Grade 11, 12)         0.5 Credit 
During this course we will examine how sociologists look at culture, and how they look at various aspects of people’s lives 
such as; leisure activities, consumption patterns, style, membership in subcultural groups, and current events. A common 
thread throughout most of these studies of culture is how social class and culture intersect. For example, how do people's 
class and ethnic backgrounds influence their forms of cultural expression in terms of their leisure activities, their beliefs, 
their personal style, or whom they want to hang out with? This course will explore these issues, focusing on culture, race, 
ethnicity, gender, class stratification, deviance and crime, economic and global inequality, families and relationships, 
education, and globalization. Specific topics include: social forces that push us towards conformity or towards individualism; 
subcultural groups; and how people make distinctions between themselves (in-group) and those who they describe as 
"other"(out-group).  
 
Current Events (Elective, Grade 11, 12)        0.5 credit 
The goal of a current events course is for the student to become aware of the major issues of the day and to have an in 
depth understanding and appreciation of current events. The focus of the class will be issues that affect the student as a 
resident of both the world and the United State, as well as applications of the Catholic faith in those issues.  The class will 
follow daily news events and will be expected to understand the social, political and economic issues on a daily basis. Each 
week, the class will focus on the historical development of a current issue. The objectives of this course are: to make the 
connection between current events and history, to enhance the student’s understanding of world events, and to encourage 
students to be informed citizens. 
 
Humanities (Elective, Grade 11, 12)        0.5 credit 
In this elective course students will make a focused study of humankind’s greatest achievements in the fields of literature, 
philosophy, visual arts (painting, sculpture, film, etc.), architecture, theatre, religion, and music. Drawing from both 
Western and non-Western sources, students will investigate various historical civilizations’ and cultures’ answers to the 
great questions of human existence. An emphasis is placed on the interconnectedness of various works from early 
modern times to how they still effect the present day.   
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World Language 
 

Graduation Requirement – 2 Credit 
  

Course Title  9  10  11  12  

Spanish I  X  X  X    

Spanish II X  X  X    

Spanish III   X  X  X  

Spanish IV    X  X  

AP Spanish Literature and Culture   X X 

Latin I   X X  X  X 

Latin II    X  X  X  

Latin III    X   X 

Latin IV    X X  

  
 
Spanish I (Grade 9, 10, 11)          1 Credit 
Spanish I is designed to introduce students to the four integral skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking the Spanish 
language. Basic grammatical structures and vocabulary are covered as well as cultural notes which enhance learning. 
There are no prerequisites for Spanish I.  
 
Spanish II (Grade 9, 10, 11)         1 Credit 
Spanish II further develops and maintains the skills acquired during Spanish I with a more in-depth development of 
grammatical structures and vocabulary. Spanish will be spoken in the classroom to an ever increasing degree. A student 
must earn at least a 70% in Spanish I in order to take Spanish II.  
 
Spanish III (Grade 10, 11, 12)         1 Credit 
Students taking Spanish III will complete the main grammatical structures of the Spanish language and continue 
vocabulary acquisition. Cultural readings concerning the History of Mexico will supplement the process. Spanish will be 
spoken in the classroom to an ever increasing degree.  Prerequisite:  85% in Spanish II.  
 
Spanish IV (Grade 11, 12)          1 Credit 
Students taking Spanish IV will put all that has been acquired in Spanish I-III into practice. Weekly compositions, 
conversation exams, and cultural readings will culminate into the reading of a short Spanish novel and a final essay 
concerning that novel during the second semester. Prerequisite:  85% in Spanish III.  
  
AP Spanish Literature and Culture (Grade 11, 12)       1 credit 
AP Spanish Literature and Culture, is designed to introduce the student to the six AP Spanish Literature themes and to 
cover the complete reading list of the AP Spanish Literature Curriculum Framework. The course offers further studies of 
the Spanish Language and the many cultures it encompasses through a survey of representative Spanish, Latin American 
and U.S. literature and through analytical reading of and critical writing about this literature. This survey will follow a 
thematic pattern, focusing on the six AP Spanish Literature and Culture themes: Las sociedades en contacto, La 
construcción del género, El tiempo y el espacio, Las relaciones interpersonales y La creación literaria. Prerequisite:  85% in 
Spanish III. 
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Latin I (Grade 9, 10, 11, 12)         1 credit 
In this introduction to the language of the ancient Romans, students will learn the basics of Latin vocabulary, grammar, 
and syntax necessary for translating simple Latin texts. In addition, students will learn numerous English derivatives that 
will help improve ACT and SAT verbal scores; study the fundamentals of Roman culture and classical mythology and how 
these survive in the modern world; and find out how Latin became the language of the Catholic Church and how it still 
relevant to this day in the fields of medicine, law, and literature. Classes will consist of regular translation exercises, 
vocabulary quizzes, and projects concerning the ancient world.   
 
Latin II (Grade 10, 11, 12)          1 credit 
By the end of this course, students will have been introduced to and mastered most of the advanced vocabulary, 
grammar, and syntax required for translating longer Latin passages of Latin and short excerpts from Latin literature and 
the Vulgate (Latin) Bible. In addition, students will study the history of ancient Rome and learn what lessons it can teach 
us about our own. Students who continue their study of Latin will see their understanding of English grammar and 
spelling, scientific terminology, and logical reasoning improve, as well.  
 
Latin III (Grade 11, 12)          1 credit 
In Latin III, students will translate extended passages by ancient Roman prose authors such as Caesar, Pliny, and Cicero, to 
name but a few. History, biography, epistles, and satire are just some of the genres that make up the literary core of this 
course. Additionally, students will delve deeper into the writings of early Church Fathers such as St. Augustine and read 
more challenging passages of the Latin Vulgate Bible, as they begin to compose their own Latin passages according to the 
models of great Latin authors of the past.   
 
Latin IV (Grade 11,12)          1 credit 
In this final entry of the Latin curriculum, students will take on the challenge of translating works of the great ancient 
Roman authors of poetry. After beginning with the Odes of Horace, students will progress to translating the lyric poetry of 
Catullus, the love poetry of Ovid, and, finally, the epic Aeneid of Vergil, Latin literature’s greatest achievement. Shorter 
passages of prose works from the Medieval and Renaissance eras will also be attempted, as students complete their four 
year Latin sequence. 
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Practical Arts 
 

Graduation requirement – 1 Credit  

Personal Finance is required. 
  

Course Title  9  10  11  12  

Personal Finance (Required for Graduation)   X  X  

Introduction to Business X  X   X X  

Economics     X  X  

Marketing      X X  

Introduction to Law   X  X  

Communications: Speech and Presentations X X  X  X  

Yearbook     X X X  

Servant Leadership/Campus Ministry     X  X  

 
 
Personal Finance (Grades 11, 12)         0.5 Credit 
Required for all students for graduation.  The purpose of this course is to educate students so that they make sound 
financial decisions in their personal lives. Units covered in the course include Saving and Investing, Credit and Debt, 
Financial Responsibility and Money Management, Insurance/Risk Management, Income/Careers, and The Power of giving.  
 
Introduction to Business (Grade 9, 10, 11, 12)        0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to examine the different aspects that comprise small business ownership. Students will 
explore entrepreneurial concepts from early planning stages to skill development in decision-making, inventory control, 
marketing and the ability to understanding the legal aspects of business ownership. Social, ethical and environmental 
responsibilities also will be examined.  
 
Economics (Elective, Grade 11, 12)          0.5 Credit 
This class will address issues involving economics in a special way — in the light of faith and reason, with reference to 
principles from Catholic social doctrine and concepts from the economic way of thinking. 
 
Marketing (Elective, Grade 11, 12)          0.5 Credit 
For advanced students that may desire a future in design, marketing communications, brand development, and 
advertising. Students will develop a full understanding of Integrated Marketing campaigns, and the critical role that 
communication plays. Students will learn how to establish a master marketing plan with a firm grasp of all elements: 
Situation analysis/Marketing objectives/Budget/Strategies/Tactics.  Prerequisite:  Introduction to Business 
 
Introduction to Law (Elective Grade 11, 12)         0.5 credit  

Are you interested in how the court system works, how your legal status changes when you turn 18, or what you can do to 

protect yourself from fraud?  This course is designed to help the student relate the law to her/his life – as a citizen and as a 

minor.  Current events are used to understand the impact of law on our lives.  Legal vocabulary is emphasized and logical 

thinking skills are necessary for success in this class. 
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Communications: Speech and Presentation (Grades 9, 10, 11, 12)                                           0.5 Credit  
This elective course is designed to develop confidence and competency skills in communication through formal speeches 
and presentations.  Students will research and prepare independent speeches, as well as collaborate with other students 
for formal group presentations and discussions.  Students will learn and practice verbal and non-verbal skills as key 
components of public speaking.  Research and organizational skills will be core elements for this course. Examples include 
a mock job interview, the demonstration, informative and persuasive speeches, and various presentations.  Students will 
focus on organization, research and delivery skills. 
  
Yearbook (Grades 9, 10, 11, 12)              1.0 Credit  

This class is for the production staff of the yearbook. Students learn basic graphic design for page layout development, copy 

writing including captions and headlines.  Students learn basic journalism skills such as interviewing, developing angles, and 

basic photography.  Learning to use computer design techniques is an integral part of this course.  This course requires 

extensive out of class work including frequent attendance at extracurricular activities to photograph and gather details 

about a variety of school-related activities.   

  
Servant Leadership/Campus Ministry (Grade 11,12)       1.0 Credit 
Busy student leaders unite to dive into the adventure of Servant Leadership and engage in vital elements of Campus 
Ministry through the Servant Leadership & Campus Ministry Apprenticeship course! This course provides formation for 
personal growth as a disciple of Christ and entrepreneurial skills as a leader in the community which are transferable 
beyond the walls of Tolton Catholic. It also involves immersion in the decision-making process for school events including 
class retreats and spirit weeks. Students will have specific leadership experiences and will gain a broader content 
knowledge of ministerial and professional leadership. It is a year-long hybrid class which earns credit as a Theology 
elective (0.5) and a Practical Art course (0.5). It is open to juniors and seniors. This course does not count as one of the 
Theology required credits. 
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Visual and Performing Arts 
 

Graduation requirement – 1 Credit  
  

Course Title  9  10  11  12  

Art I  X  X  X    

Art II X  X  X    

Art III     X  X  

Graphic Design      X  X  

Photography     X  X  

Painting   X X 

Sculpture   X X 

Band X  X  X X 

Chorus  X X  X  X  

Guitar I  X X X  X  

Guitar II X  X   X  X 

  
Art I (Grade 9, 10, 11)           0.5 credit 
The purpose of this course is to establish a foundation for possible future art courses, or to instill a lifetime appreciation 
of basic art techniques and skills. This course will allow students of any artistic skill set to meet the fine arts requirement 
for graduation. The students will learn a variety of two-dimensional art techniques; as well as, a vocabulary of art 
terminology:  Drawing - pencil, color pencil, and pen & ink. This course is required to take advanced art classes. 
          
Art II (Grade 9, 10, 11)          0.5 Credit 
The purpose of this course is to advance the overall skill set of those art students that have demonstrated a higher 
proficiency in art, coupled with a desire to learn more. The course will explore varied mediums, with increased 
expectations on skill development. Mediums will be pencil, ink, water color, acrylic, mixed media, and an introduction to 
graphic design/typography/photography. Students will continue to expand on vocabulary terminology with the addition 
of color theory terms and applied techniques. Prerequisite:  Art I and instructor's approval. 
 
Art III (Grade 11, 12)          0.5 Credit 
For the advanced art students. This class will continue the exploration and development of two-dimensional media; as 
well as, graphic design/typography/and photography as it relates to marketing campaigns and marketing applications. 
This class will also offer an introduction to three-dimensional design, clay sculpture, small wood units, and wall sculpture. 
There will be a lab fee associated with three-dimensional artwork, approximately $20.00 for clay. Wood work may require 
more. Prerequisite: Art I, Art II, and or the instructor's approval. 
 
Graphic Design/Studio (Grade 11, 12)        0.5 credit 
This course is an advanced program designed for students that may want to pursue a future in the commercial design 
field. This course will also utilize computer programs such as, Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and In-Design. Video 
programs may also be incorporated into our classroom projects. This class will encompass an expanded understanding of 
all elements of graphic design:   marketing, photography, typography, printing, color theory, and a well-defined 
understanding of how these skills may be applied within the retail environment or agencies. Prerequisite: Art I and the 
instructor's approval. 



19 

 

Photography (Grade 11, 12)          0.5 Credit 
An introduction to, and advanced photography, including optics, theory, camera operation, and digital manipulation of 
images using Adobe Photoshop or other digital programs with similar capabilities. Emphasis will be placed on learning use 
of equipment, materials and techniques. Develops a student's sensitivity to the language of visual communication, 
including elements of design. Students must provide their own digital camera with 10 (or greater) megapixel capabilities. 
The camera should have some manual overrides. Students will explore a variety of photographic categories, including 
nature, table-top, studio, fashion, and action. Students will photograph still shots, as well as slow-motion under all light 
sources including non-visible light.  Prerequisite: Art I and the instructor's approval. 
 
Painting (Grade 11, 12)           0.5 Credit 
Through the act of painting, students will learn the proper use of tools and materials, develop a painting vocabulary with 
an emphasis in color theory. Establish levels of personal capabilities/knowledge of composition and draftsmanship. 
Increase perceptual awareness of form and visual communication using still-life and other appropriate subject matter. 
Students will need to purchase and maintain their own set of paints and brushes, this will be based upon their choice of 
scale, paint application, and type of paint. Students can choose oils, acrylics, watercolors, or guasch. The tool kit necessary 
will likely require dialogue with instructor. This class will accommodate novice through advanced level painting.  
Prerequisite: Art II and the instructor's approval. 
 
Sculpture (Grade 11, 12)          0.5 credit 
For advanced and motivated students. The exploration of sculpture utilizing a wide variety of materials and processes, 
including carving, construction, modeling, and assemblage. There will be a lab fee of some type based on the scope of 
each project. The size type of materials, and tools needed will ultimately determine cost. Students will be required to 
maintain all tools utilized.  Prerequisite: Art III and the instructor's approval. 
 
Band (Grade 9, 10, 11, 12)          1 Credit 
This course is designed to develop the techniques of a full instrumental ensemble with regards to: intonation, tone, 
balance, blend and interpretation in an instrumental setting.  This course will also focus on numerous different settings of 
performance required by instrumental music, including: marching band, concert band, pep band, solos, and small 
ensembles.  The course requires numerous practice and performance requirements outside of the normal class period.  
This is course requires a year-long commitment.   
 
Chorus (Grade 9, 10, 11, 12)          Credit 
This course is designed to develop the techniques of a full vocal ensemble with regards to: intonation, tone, balance, 
blend and interpretation in an instrumental setting.  This course will also focus on numerous different settings of 
performance required by vocal music, including: concert choir, show choir, solos, and small ensembles/chamber choir.  
The course requires numerous practice and performance requirements outside of the normal class period.  This course 
requires a year-long commitment.   
 
Guitar I (Grade 9, 10, 11, 12)         0.5 credit 
This is a semester course, which will focus on the beginning techniques required for playing a guitar.  Students will learn 
skills such as: note identification and production, chord identification and production, strumming patterns, and tablature 
identification and note production.   
 
Guitar II (Grade 9, 10, 11, 12)         0.5 credit 
This is a semester course, which will focus on furthering techniques learned in Guitar I for playing a guitar.  Students will 
expand their skills on: note identification and production, chord identification and production, strumming patterns, and 
tablature identification and note production.  They will also be introduced to the use of capos and other advanced 
techniques on guitar.  This course is open to students 9th-Grade 12 who have successfully passed Guitar I.  Students must 
receive prior permission from the music teacher before enrolling for this course.  
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Health and Physical Education 
 

Graduation requirement – 1.5 Credit 
Health (0.5 Credit) and Physical Education (1.0 Credit)  

  

Course Title  9  10  11  12  

Health  X  X      

Physical Education I X  X      

Physical Education II  X X X 

Strength and Conditioning    X  X  X  

Advanced Strength and Conditioning     X  X  X  

Aerobics    X  X   X 

Sports Medicine  X X X 

 
  
Health (Grade 9, 10)          0.5 credit 
This course focuses on important skills and knowledge in nutrition, physical activity, the dangers of substance use and 
abuse, injury prevention and safety, growth and development, and personal health. The curriculum is designed around 
topics and situations that engage student discussion and motivate students to analyze internal and external influences on 
their health-related decisions. The course helps students build the skills they need to protect, enhance, and promote their 
own health and the health of others. 
(Prerequisites: None) 
 
Physical Education I (Grade 9, 10)          0.5 credit 
This course is a freshman orientation to physical education, physical fitness, and health. It is an introduction to basic skills 
and movement by participation and instruction in physical fitness activities and basic weight room lifts, providing lifetime 
skills in both cardiovascular endurance as well as strength training principles. In addition, students will also participate in 
team-based games designed to be aerobically challenging and promote teamwork.  This class consists of three fitness 
days a week and two activity days a week.  
(Prerequisites: None) 
 
Physical Education II (Grade 10, 11, 12)        0.5 credit 
This course is an elective that provides the opportunity to participate in team-based activity. There will be elements of 
physical fitness development every day, most of which occurs prior to participation in a game and through the game itself. 
These games will increase cardiovascular endurance as well as increase core strength and overall fitness through 
bodyweight movements and abdominal workouts. In addition, students will be required to come up with one fitness-
based game. Prerequisite: Physical Education I) 
 
Strength and Conditioning (Grade 10, 11, 12)       0.5 credit  
This course is designed to increase the student’s physical strength as well as their conditioning, both mind and body. This 
class will be weightlifting based and will consist of four days of lifting and one day of an academic component. Academic 
components will consist of a revolving curriculum based on leadership, sport nutrition, and sport psychology. Weight 
room curriculum will consist of the execution of four core lifts as well as supplementary lifts, mobility development, 
cardiovascular endurance, core strength and stability, and plyometric training. Grades are based on participation, effort, 
proper technique/skill assessments that are ongoing, and completion of the academic assignments. Prerequisite:  PE I 
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Advanced Strength and Conditioning (Grade 10, 11, 12)      0.5 credit 
This course is designed to further develop a student’s physical strength and conditioning, as well as explore principles of 
kinesiology as it pertains to strength training. This class will consist of four days of lifting and one day of academic 
learning. Academic learning will be based on kinesiology principles outlined by the National Strength and Conditioning 
Association. Weight room curriculum will consist of more complex lifts to supplement the core lifts, as well as more 
compound movement. Grades are based on the completion of assignments, participation, effort, proper technique/skill 
assessments that are ongoing, and a final exam. Acceptance into Advanced Strength and Conditioning is contingent upon 
a signed recommendation from either Strength/Conditioning or P.E. teacher.  
(Prerequisite: Strength and Conditioning) 
 
Aerobics (Grade 10, 11 or 12)          0.5 Credit  
This course is designed to promote individual fitness through aerobic type activities. Students are instructed in the proper 
use of stretching exercises applicable to each major muscle group of the body. Through aerobic activity, students gain 
knowledge about cardiovascular fitness. Each student will develop a fitness program designed for his or her needs. This 
course involves physical fitness testing, followed by activities such as:  walking, jogging, jump roping, aerobic video tapes, 
stair climbing, plyometrics, Pilates, Tae Bo, Yoga and some weight room activities.  Prerequisite:  Physical Education I. 
 
Sports Medicine (Grade 10,11,12)         0.5 Credit 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Biology, Health and Physical Education I) 
This academic course will introduce students to topics encompassing the sports medicine setting, including:  injuries, 
illnesses, preventions, and common disorders in athletics.  Student will engage in both independent and group settings.  
The class will provide hands-on activities as well as research and presentations opportunities. 
 
 


